RESIGNATION OF BARNBVELD.                    4*5

which he had acquired, and to have shot up so far
above the heads of his equals, that he felt disposed to
withdraw from a field where his presence was becoming
odious.

His enemies, of course, considered this determination
a trick by which he merely wished to prove to the
country how indispensable he was, and to gain a fresh
lease of his almost unlimited power by the alarm which
his proposed abdication would produce. Certainly, how-
ever, if it were a trick, and he were not indispensable, it
was easy enough to prove it and to punibh him by taking
him at his word.

On the morning after the anonymous letters had been
found in the street he came into the House of Assembly
and made a short speech. He spoke simply of his thirty-
one years of service, during which he believed himself
to have done his best for the good of the fatherland and
for the welfare of the house of Nassau. He had been
ready thus to go on to the end, but he saw himself
environed by enemies, and felt that his usefulness had
been destroyed. He wished, therefore, in the interest of
the country, not from any fear for himself, to withdraw
from the storm, and for a time at least to remain in
retirement. The displeasure and hatred ^ of the great
were nothing new to him, he said. He had never shrunk
from peril when he could serve his fatherland; for
against all calumnies and all accidents he had worn the
armour of a quiet conscience. But he now saw that
the truce, in itself an unpleasant affair, was made still
more odious by the hatred felt towards him. He
begged the provinces, therefore, to select another ser-
vant less hated than himself to provide for the public
welfare.55

Having said these few words with the dignity which
was natural to him, he calmly walked out of the Assembly
House.?6

The personal frieads of Barneveld and the whole truce
party were in consternation. Even the enemies of the
Advocate shrank appalled at the prospect of losing
the services of the foremost statesman of the common-
wealth at this critical juncture. There was a brief and
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